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Universities have to be about creating new knowledge — not just attaining a diploma
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Exams are ...

@ A necessary evil

® A welcome reprieve from
the hassle of classes

® More stressful this year
than ever

® . underway!? Oh, this
can't end well ...
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for an “average” life. Instead of university, you could have gone out into the
workforce and gotten a perfectly meaningful average job, or you could have used
your $22,000, four-year tuition money and your $20,000 or so in rental and ancillary
fees to travel the world and gain a perspective few ever get; no one would force
you to be an overachiever while travelling.

What is it about the high point on the bell curve that is worth working for?

Sitting in a small cubicle at work after driving in a large car through a traffic jam
should not describe average.

Does working for a system you may not agree with while having no chance of
changing it describe average?

1.8 children and a three-bedroom, fully-detached house out in a former forest with
a plot of chemically treated imported grass is an absurd form of average.

The reward of being average is that you don’t have to be an individual; you can turn
off and fit right in with the masses.

I undertook my undergraduate studies at Laurier and spent much of my first two
years in a Phil's-induced, life-directing and somewhat cloudy state (for only $1.50 a
drink).

In my last two years, | averaged 120 days of skiing and managed high enough
marks for acceptance into a graduate program.

| also co-founded and then sold my interest in a now-thriving business (ARC
Cloathing Co.), sustained a loving and enriching common-law relationship, spent
time with family, and created new friendships to go alongside already established
ones.

| threw away no benefits for the sake of my “success,” for success is happiness
after all. Many other graduate students have similar histories.

Conferences are a great part of academics and students have ample opportunities
to attend or present at conferences that are of interest to them.

Harmonizing and incorporating your life with your achievements and successes will
ensure you do not have to sacrifice very much.

| have applied myself more thoroughly this year and for the first time received
academic scholarships and have been awarded a pair of prizes.

Perhaps the pubs have missed my patronage a little this year, but an average life is
not dependent on pubbing. Honour roll and otherwise “over-achieving”
undergraduates and all graduate students do have time to hang out with their
friends.

Some believe that there are associated downfalls or sacrifices with “over-achieving”
but these are universal; please do not forget that even the average can fail — we
are all humans.

It is what you don’t sacrifice (ethics, values, morals) that makes one exceptional.

http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034& news_id=1710 (2 of 3)11/04/2008 4:04:37 PM

CAS Strike Day 2
Check out
photographic

2. coverage of CAS work
[l 'e 7 action.

"
al ’ = More Photos

W | April 02, 2008
| 21 is formulaic caper film that
follows conventions, but is still
very enjoyable and worth a watch.

Miss Pettigrew Lives For a Day

March 26, 2008

\ "Charming, old-fashioned, yet not

." at all conservative, Miss Pettigrew
just makes you feel good."

¢
#

i F 4§ B
il

’i\*’

Mas P

d A smashing good time on your

Wii

March 12, 2008

The newest installment of the

{ Super Smash Bros. franchise, this
one for the Wi, is a winner.

»More Reviews

Bag O' Crime

Click here for more information!



http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10051
http://www.wlusp.com/
http://www.wlusp.com/
http://www.wlusp.com/
http://www.wlu.ca/
http://www.wlu.ca/
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html
javascript:void(window.open('gallery.php?id=41', 'test','resizable=yes,location=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=no,status=no,toolbar=no,fullscreen=no,dependent=no,width=650,height=450'))
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10027
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034&cat_id=8&review=1
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034&news_id=1693
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034&news_id=1693
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034&news_id=1659
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034&news_id=1659
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034&news_id=1593
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034&news_id=1593
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034&news_id=1593
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10034&cat_id=8&review=1
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10043
http://www.cordweekly.com/cordweekly/myweb.php?hls=10043

Cordweekly.com - ‘ Average’ a poor achievement

Striving for mediocrity will bring nothing but idiocracy; wishing only for the status
quo invites apathy. Hoping for only average will lead to cultural and social
stagnation, as there will be nobody working to better society because they are
afraid to stand out.

One does not require a university degree to be exceptional, and | do not consider
myself exceptional. But if you want to be average, do not continue at university —
save your money and time.

You can be perfectly average without a degree, and too many average people with
WLU degrees brings down the value of that degree for those who wish to achieve
beyond the status quo.

letters@cordweekly.com
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